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SERMON 


Preached before the 


King and Queen. 


ISAIAH lvyi. 21. 


T here is no peace, ſaith my God, to the Wicked, The 
whole Period runs thus : But the wicked are like 
the troubled Sea when it cannot reſt, whoſe waters caſt 
up mire and dirt. T here is no peace, &C. 


Rom the 15th. Verſe, tothe end of the Chap- 

ter, the Prophet propoſes ſeveral Confidera- 

tions tous, to pertwade and excite us, to repent of 
_ Sins, and amend our Lives ; as, 

Firſt, "That a true Repentance w ll certainly be 
accepted ; That God has Compaſtion upon us ſtill, 
and 1s unwilling to continue his Diſpleature againſt 
us. For 1 will not contend for ever , at the 16th 
Verſe, Neither will I be always wroth, for the ſpirit 
: Tous 
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et 
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Hhould fail before me, and the ſouls which I have 
made. 

Secondly, From the Conſideration of the happy 
Conſequence of a true Repentance, the Diſpleature 
of God ſhall ceaſe, his Judgments ſhall be removed ; 
our dread of God, our fear of his Power and Ju- 
ſtice, ſhall be changed into an humble confidence 
of his Favour, into a ſenſe, and enjoyment of his 
Love. - Our Spirits will be ſedate and quiet, our 
Mind ſerene, our Reflections chearful, and we ſhal] 
be throughly fatished in our felves. I create the fruit 
of the lips, at the 19th ver. Peace, peace to him that 
is afar off, and to him that is nigh, ſaith the Lord, and 
I will heal him. 

Thirdly and Laſtly, From the Confideration of 
the Terrours, the Vexation and Deſpair, that do 
continually gall and torment the Wicked. For the 
wicked are like the troubled Sea (at the 20th ver.) when 
it cannot Reſt , whoſe waters caſt up Mire and Dirt ; 
T here is no Peace to the Wicked, ſaith my God, Which 
words confift of theſe two parts. 

The Firſt is a Poſitive Afertion, an Unlimited 
Propoſition, T here is no Peace to the Wicked. 

The Second, 1s the Authority upon which the 
Propoſition 1s eſtabliſhed, even the Teſtimony of 
God Himſelf, There is no Peace, ſaith my God, to the 


wicked. | 
That 
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That God who created our Capacities,and there- 
fore knows, both what will fatishe, and what will 
Grate upon them : I hat G OD, who is our God, 
who has a tender Regard for our Ha ppineſs, whoſe 
very Effence is Truth and Goodneſs, who can nei- 
ther be deceived Himſelf, nor impoſe a Falfity up- 
on us. It is this God, that faith, There is ng Peace t9 
the wicked. 

And for the farther Illuſtration of this important 
Truth, I ſhall briefly proceed in this following Me- 
thod. 

Firſt, I ſhall explain-the Terms, and confider 
(1.) Whoare underſtood by the wicked. And (2.) 
What by Peace, when 1t 1s faid , There is no Peace 
to the wicked. 

Secondly, I ſhall inquire into the reaſons of the 
Propofition, and contider whence it comes to pats, 
That there is no Peace to the wicked. 

Thirdly and Laſtly , I ſhall endeavour to make 
it manifeſt, T hat the Force or effect of theſe Rea- 
ſons upon the Minds of the wicked, is by no means 
to be avoided : That as there is ſufficient cauſe, 
why they ſhould be uneahie ; ſo, in fact, they are 
aftected, at lea!t Habitually, with a ſharp and pun- 
gent ſenſe, of Pain and Miſery. 

Firſt, | ſhal | explain the terms, and confider; 

1. Who we are here to underſtand by the wicked. 


And, 2. What 
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2. What by Peace, when it is ſaid, There is n» 
Peace to the wicked. 

And Firſt, By the wicked are underſtood ſuch 
Perſonsas have thrown off the Government of God, 
and obey the Suggeſtions of their own Will ; Dif: 
ſolute Men, that Chufe, and Love, and Act by the 
Inclination of their ſenſual Appetites, without Re- 
gard, or in Contempt and Oppoſition to the Law 
of God. T hey areſtiled in Scripture, Sons of Belzal, 

or ſuch as aflume to themſelves a boundleſs iberty 
of doing whatſoever they liſt, for that is the mean- 
ing of the Word. And this Definition of the Wicked, 
agrees exactly with all the Accounts and Deſcrip- 
tions of them in the Holy Scriptures. They ſet them- 
ſelves againſt God, and againſt His Anointed, fays the 
Pfalmiſt, (2. 3. ) ſaying, Let us break their Bonds in 
ſunder, and caſt away their Cords from us. They walk in 
the Ways of their own Hearts, (FEccleſ. 11.9.) and 
in the ſight of their own Eyes, ſays Solomon.) They do 
their own Ways, and find their own Pleaſures, ſays the 
Prophet Iſaiah, (58. 13.) Theyare Children of Diſ- 
obedience, fulfilling the Wa of the Fleſh, and of the 
Mind, ſays the Apotle (Epheſ. 2. 23.) That is 
the firſt, 

Secondly, By Peace, in the Text, which 1s de- 
nied tothe Wicked, we underſtand T ranquillity of 


Mind, anda Rational Uniform Satisfaftion in our 
State. 
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State. Peace, | confeſs, 1s taken many times more 
generally for all Proſperity and Welfare, (Epheſ.2. 
- 17.) buthere it is underſtood in a more particular, 
and indeed, in the more uſual ſenſe, viz. of Inward 

atisfaftion, and a Deliberate Content of mind. Be- 
cauſe the No-Peace of the Wicked is oppoſed to the 
Reſt and Peace of the Righteous, at the 19th verſe; 
and becauſe the Prophet has explained it thus him- 
ſelf, in the Words before my I ext. But the wicked 
are like a troubled Sea, when it cannot reſt, whoſe Wa- 
ters caſt up Mire and Dirt. There is no Peace to the 
Wicked : T hey ſhall never Attain toa State of true 
Content, or enjoy an Habitual, Steddy, Satisfa- 
ion. Thus much for the Explication of the Terms. 

Secondly, I proceed, as I propoſed, in the Second 
place to conhider the truth of the Propoſition it ſelf,. 
or whence it comes to paſs, That there is no Peace to 
the Wicked. 

The kinds of his I rouble, and the Symptoms of 
his Diſquietude are very many ; but they all pro- 
ceed from one or other of theſe following Cauſes. 
either, 

1. From theDegeneracy of their own Nature.Or. 

2. From the Maltgnity of Vice it ſelf. Or, 

3. And Laſtly, From a ſenſe of their Guilt, 
from their Dread of God, and of the terrible San- 


(ons of his Law. 
Firſt, 
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Firſt of all, The Diſquietude of the Wicked, a- 
riſes from the Degeneracy of their own Nature. 
As the Goodneſs of God inclined him to Create the 
World, fo His own moſt perfect Wiſdom Afſign'd 
to every ſort of being, a peculiar End ; that fo the 
ſeveral parts purſuing their Deſign, and fulfiling 
their Intent, thould all Confpire to make up a per- 
fect Harmony in the whole Creation, and- ſhould 
every one attain their own perfection, and enjoy 
the proper Happineſs that 1s allotted to their Being. 

But Man was highly Honoured, above the rett 
of his Fellow Creatures, Impreſs'd with the Image 
of God, and quickened by his Spirit ; Enobled 
with the Powers of Judgment and Elkton, entru- 
ſted with a Liberty of Action, and obliged to no 
other, than that Eternal Law of God Himſelf,that 
Purity of Will,that Univerſal Righteouſneſs, which 
render the Divinity ſo Glorious, ſo Amiable, fo 
Reverd. 

Wherefore then, 1o long as we preſerve the Di- 
{tinction of our Kind, our Likeneſs to God; fo 
long as we Judge, and Chuſe, and Love according 
to his Example, and Command, fo long we are 
happy ; we Exert our proper Powers, we are un- 
der no Contronl, we gratihe our true Defires, we 

urſue the Deſign, and are Delighted with the 


Pleaſures of God Himſelf. 
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But if we decline our proper Rule; if we ſut- 
fer our Paſhons to prevail over our ſudgment ; if, 
laying afide our reaſon, and the Law of God, 
we Chuſe, and Love, and Act by the Inclinati- 
ons of the Body ; we fink, of courſe, intoa ſtate 
that is evil to us in it ſelf, that is neceffarily mile- 
rable ; into a Condition that 1s directly Oppoſite 
to the Intent of our Creation : Our Frame 1s Dit- 
ordered, our Nature is Degenerate ; we ſeparate 
our ſelves from our Principle, and wander 1n un- 
trodden, rugged Paths, Racked and Tormented 
with the Tumult, the Violence of our Pafſions, 
with Variety of Contradictions, with an eager de- 
fire of Happineſs, and a continual Diſappointment. 
Maxima peccantium pena eſt, peccaſſe, lays Seneca. 
The greateſt Puniſhment of Sin , is to have finned. 
Sceleris in ſcelere, ſupplicium eſt. And this is that 
War, which the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, between the 
Law of his Body, an1 the Law of his Mind ; (Rom. 
7.23.) We may ſuppreſs our Notions of Good 
and Evil, ina great Cegree ; but we cannot deſtroy 
them utterly. {he Soul will ſtrive to recover it 
ſelf, it will be reaching after its proper Happi- 
neſs; T he things which we would, (there is ſtill a 
defire after our Original Good, that we have loſt) 
tho', we do them not : and the things which we would 
zot ; there 1$a Check, a Controul upon us, in the 
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practice of Vice ; our Pleaſures are not free, we 
ire under the Rebuke of our own Spirit, tho' we 
do Wn Dem. Thats the firſt. 

2. Secondly, I he Diſquietutde ofthe Wicked ari- 
tes from the Malignity, the Miſchievous Quality 
of Vice 1t ſelf. 

VV hat 1s Vice, but Excels, or a Motion Preter- 
natural? And therefore it 1s a Force upon us, and 
muſt of Neceflity, be painful, and uneatie to Us. 
As the Muſcles, Nerves, and Sinews ot the Bo- 
dy, 1olongas they moveaccording to their Inten- 
tion, ſo long we enjoy Delight, and Pleaſure in 
their Motions : But it they are ſtretched beyond 
their proper uſe, we are immediately upon a Rack, 
tormented with a ſenſe of the ſharpeſt pains. 

And thus in reſpect of the Faculties of our 
Souls; fo long as we keep them within their 
Bounds ; ſo long as we Believe, Defire, and Ac, 


EE ee  u 


according to the Rules of Reaſon, and the Law of 


God; fo long there 1s a pertect Symmetry;a pleaſant 
Harmony i inall our Motions, notwithſtanding the 
great variety of Defire, Delign, and Action, that 
we manage in the World-: | But if we forſake our 
Rule, if we indulge to our Paſhons, and become 
Extravagant, we are preſently Diſcompoſed, and 
out of order ; we have brought a Sickneſs, a Con- 
vultion, a Dyſcrafte upon our ſelves ; a ſtate, a Ha- 


bs of Diſeaſe and Pain. And 
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| And ifany Wicked Man will caſt up a fair ac- 
count with himſelf, he ſhall tind how his Vices 


have Deceived him ; what Pain and Anguith they 


have brought upon him, inſtead of thoſe Delights, 
and Pleafures which they promiſed him. What 
Uneafineſs, what Reſtletneſs of Mind, what De- 
bility of Body, what Prejudice in Intereſt, what 
a General Inconvenience. 

Does not Impatience of Dehire difquiet him, 
Malice and Revenge diftract him, Repining Envy 
gnaw him ? Does not Ambition prey upon his Vi- 
tal Spirits, and Intemperance Expoſe , Beſot, 
and waſt him | ? That is the Second. 

. Thirdly and Laſtly, the Diſquietude of the 
v Vicked ariſes from a ſenſe of their Guilt, from 
their Dread of God, and of the Terrible Santi- 
ons of His Law. 

He hath appointed a Day,in the which He will Judge 
the World in Righteouſi eſs. (Ads 17. 21 y He will 
bring every Work into Judg ment,with every ſecret thing. 
(Ecclef. 12. 14.) We muſt all appear before the 
Judgment- -Jeat of A brijt, to grve an account 0f our Acti- 
Ons done in the Body, whether they UE good or el. 
(2 Cor. 5. 10.) And they that have done Good, ſhall 
£0 into Ci verlaſting, and they {Dat nate done E- 
vil, into Everlaſting Puniſhment. (]o. 5. 28.) 
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This 1s the Immutable Law of God ; this is the 
Natural, the Univerſal Expectation of all Man- 
kind. 

How 1s it poſſible then, that a Man ſhould en- 
dure himſelf, or enjoy his being, who is obnoxi- 
ous to theſe grievous Pains ? What a dreadful Con- 
fideration it is to him, that he can neither eſcape his 
Tryal, Demulce the Anger, or avoid the Power 
of God ? 

And thereforeall the Terrors in the World, e- 
ven Death it felf, are trifles to the Wicked, in 
compariton of their fearful Expectation of a fu- 
ture Judgment ; when the Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend 
from Heaven in flames of fire, to take vengeance of 
them that know not God, and obey not the Goſpel of our 
Lord feſus Chriſt. 2 The. 1. 8. 

This is the Supp 3HTerE., that Genius within 
our ſelves, which Socrates ſpeaks of, that Upbraids 
our Vices, and TI orments our Conſciences. 

Theſe Fears of a future Account, that are fixed 
and rooted in-the Minds of Men, are a Conſtant 
Principle of T rouble and Confufion to.the Wick- 
ed. His Guilt diſmays him, his Fears Difpirit 
him, and Incurable Remorſe Diftracts him. 

Theleare the Arrows of the Almighty, the Poyſor 
whereof, ſays Holy Job, will drink up our wery 
Stirits, ( Job 6. 4.) Theſe againare the gall of Aſps 
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within a Man, (Job 20. 14.) and the Terrovs of the 
Lord that ſet themſelves i in array againſt 15. Job 6. 4 
Theſe are the Rolling-pin, upon which the Þ. 
thagoreans place the Wicked ; that gives them a 
continual Lneaſinels. O07 Ry BEAT... %M20 T im ag 
CINER 

And thus much for the ſecond General, the 
Reaſons of the Propoſition, or whence it comes to 
pals, that T here is no Peace to the wicked, And we: 
_ it ariſes, 

- From the Degeneracy of their own Nature 

2. From the Malignity of Vice it ſelf. 

2. And Laſtly, from a ſ2nle of their Guilt, and 
the fear of Puniſhment. 

Thirdly, 1 now proceed to the Third and Laſt 
Particular, and ſhall endeavour to make it mani- 
feſt, That the Force, or Eftect of theſe Reaſons, 
upon the Minds of tne Wicked, 1s utterly una- 
voidable ; that as there 1s { fficient cauſe why they 
ſhould be Uneafie ; ; ſoin fact, they are aftected at 
leaſt habitually, with a ſharp, and pungent ſenſe of 
Pain and Miſery. T hat the Cauſe, or Wicked- 
neſs being put, Diſquietude. and Trouble will 
follow of neceſſity, not in Reaſon only, but in 
F, act. 

Thisone thing I premiſe, that we ſpeak of Men 
of under{tanding, that are capable of common 

tenie ; 
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ſenſe; of ſuch as have the uſe of their Reaſon, 
who fear what 1s terrible, and expect ſuch Events 
as are probable. 

And as for thoſe ſtupid, ſenſeleſs Wretches, if 
there are any fuch, whom nothing can aftect, 1 
think they are ſad E xamples of this prefent truth, 
in that they Decline the Judgment of their Con- 
ſciences, and are runaway from themſelves, that 
_ they may Avoid the Anxtety of their own Minds. 

"That then, which I propoſe to my felf, for the 

lluſtration of this Particular is, to Confi der 
Wicked Man, (1.) under all the ſeveral Sent1- 
ments of Religion ; And (2.) in all the various 
Fortunes of the World, and endeavour to prove, 
that there 1s no Relief, againſt the force of the 
former Reaſons, to be found in any of them. 

And theſe two General Heads will take in all 
the Refuges, to which the Wicked have ever had 
Recourſe. 

1. Firſt then, I ſhall conſidera Wicked Man un- 
der all the ſeveral Sentimenrs of Religion, and 
endeavour to prove, I hat no Hypotheſis whatloe- 
ver, will afford him any fatisfaCtion. 

If it were poſſible for a Wicked Man, to be 
abſolutely Unconcern'd about the matter of Reli- 
gion, it might be 1mpertinent to conſider his Opi- 


nion of it. But Religion pretends to determine 
our 
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our Happineſs, to direct our Lives, and oblige our 
Obedience by the Sanction of Eternal Puniſhment. 
And therefore no Man can be cafie till he has con- 
fidered it. It 1s not founded upon the Sand, or 
publiſht by a few Detigning Men ; bur it pr etends 
to an agreement with the Principles of our Na- 
ture, the free Inclinations of our Souls, and to the 
General Conſent of all Men : To the ſupport of a 
Supernatural Revelation that has ſetled it, of an 
Almighty Power that has Attefted, and Con- 
firm'd it. 

And therefore no Man can be throughly fatisfi- 
ed in his State, unleſs he either (1.) Conforms his 
Life to the Law, that he may acquit himſelf at 
the Day of Judgment ; or (2.) frames ſuch # 
Notion of Religion to himſelf, as ſhall deliver his 
Mind from the fear of the Law ; and that muſt be 
one or other of theſe that follow. 

1. Either firſt the Principles of Religion are 
we. 

. Orat leaſt, that they are not Infallibly cer- 
tain. 

Or if they are, yet however, That the Good- 
neſs of God will forgive us at the Latt. 

And in Fad and Pratice ev ery Wicked Man, 
that has retained his common Senſe, has aQually 
taken Sanctuary 1n one or other of theſe Opini- 
ons of Religion. | 
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] ſhall therefore confider, what Reaſonable Sz : 


tisfaction may be found in any of them. 

And Firſt in Atheiſm. Lucretius boaſts extream- 
ly of the happy Effects, that will certainly follow, 
upon a firm perſwafion, I hat there is no G OD. 
* Exaxquat nos Victoria Cazly, If there was, indeed, 
ſuch a Being as a God, He could nct be more 
happy than we are, who have delivered our Minds 
from the Belief and Fear of Him. We now are 
Maſters of our ſelves, we are under no Controul, 
no ſlaviſh Fears affright us, no Terrible Appre- 
henfions ſowre our Pleafures ; we may now enjoy 
our ſelves without Regard, and Exult in that In- 
tire and perfe& Liberty we have attain'd. 

But this 1s all a Shadow, a meer Imagination ; 
for alas! I hey beg the Queſtion of themſelves, 
they rejoyce 1n the Inferences, which they draw 
from a Propoſition, of the truth whereof they are 
not, they cannot be affured. 

Neither the Epricureans themſelves, nor any o- 
ther ſort of Men, did ever pretend to Demon- 
ſtrate, or Aftirm direaly, That there is no God ; 
"That there is no Conſcious, Self-exiſtent Being that 
made the World in Wiſdom, and preſerves it by 
His Power. 

Such a Notion is Encumbred with ſo many 


Difficulties, that we may venture to ſay, It 1s 
Impoſh- 
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Impoſhble for a Man in his Wits,to bring his mind 
to a perfect acquieſcence in 1t. 

That the moſt Wonderful Effects ſhould be pro- 
duced without a ſuficient Cauſe ; That the moſt 
Curious Building, for Beauty, Proportion, and 
Conſent of parts, ſhould jumble by chance, into 
the moſt Excellent Order ; T hat the Duſt in the 
Street, by a kind Poſition, Site, and Motion of 
the Parts, may come to be ſenhible of Pleaſure and 
Pain, and capable of I hinking, Arts, and Po- 
licy. 

Theſe things, (and many other, and grofler 
Conſequences of that Opinion, That there is no 
God) are to Abſurd, that we Reluct againſt them ; 
that weReject them as it were by anAnticipation of 
mind. TI hoſe Seminal Principles, that are Inſe- 
parable from our Nature, Reliſt the Notion. 

And therefore Atheiltical Perſons rather W:/h 
there was no God,than go about to prove it. They 
content themſelves with Cavilling at the Accounts 
that are given of the Nature, and Providence of 
Gad, and the Creation of the World ; butare very 
tender of Aflerting the Negative in terms, or of 
owning the Neceſlary Conſequences of that Opi- 
nion. 

And it has always been obferved, That thoſe 
who have pretended to be Atheiſts, have diſcover- 
C ed 
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ed their Diſtruſt of that Opinion, w hether they 

would, orno ; and that not only by Syetonins, of 
Caligula, but by Tully, and all that have writ up- 

on the Queſtion, of all the Atheiſts they have ever 

known, - Or heard of. 

{his therefore 1s no Principle of Peace, no Re- 
tuge againſt the Fear of Invitible Powers, or the 
danger of a Future Account. For aftera Wicked 
Man has brought himſclfas near to an Atheiſt as 
he can, he ſhall be as much tormented with the 
Diſtrutt of his Principle, as he was before, with 
his Fears of God, and ofa future Judgment. 

But if we uppoſe that they could extinguiſh the 
Notion of Religion, and ſuppreſs all ſenſe, and 
apprehenſion of God, and his Providence in the 
World : Yet how can they expect any true Con- 
tent, or Happineſs from thence? If in this Life 
only we had hope, Man, of all the Beings in the 
World, would be the moſt Wretched and Con- 
temptible. 

1-hat ſmall degree of Reaſon we are Maſters of, 
would be the Inftrument of the greatett Miſchief 
we can imagine. 

For what is Reaſon without Religion, but 
Craft and Subtilty, to delude, and cheat, and pro- 
cure to our ſelves, by any month whatſoever we 


can bring within our Reach ? Earthquakes, Hur- 
FICanes, 
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ricanes,the I yger,and tne Lyon,are Innocent, an 
Harmleſs things, in compariſon of Men, conſpir- 
ing Miſchief one againft another, w ithout Con- 
troul. 

And therefore, if the re was not a God above, 
who Reltrains, and Separates the Boiſterous Spi- 
rits of Men, the World would be nothing elte, but 
a Stage of Confuſion, War, and Blood. Every 
one would endeavour to fupplant his Neighbour ; 
Society would be Dangerous ; Black, and Uncom- 
fortable, Solitude our only Refuge. 

Finally, If thereis indeed noother Principle in 
the World, but Blind, Inconfcious matter, there 
can be no Stability, no Security that it will con- 
tinue. Why ſhould it not diflolve again into an 
Indigeſted hy ? For Inſtability is implye d in Chance 
and Fortune, lays Tully, upon the like Occation. 
(De nat. Dovr. ) 

But 1s there any foundation of Reſt or Pleaſure, 
whilit all that we Have, or Hope for, is Obnoxi- 
ous to continual Change,and we our ſely es toAnni- 
hilation ? Yet nothing but an Almighty Provi- 
dence can ſupport our hope ; no other Principle 
can preſerve the matter in the Condition that 
it IS, ya uy TEA£095 am la Yen, That 2 Things 
do not iminediately run into a Maſs, a Heap 


again. 
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And thus it appears that there is no Content, or 
ſolid Satisfa&tion to be found in Atheiſm. It is im- 
poſſible for us to be fully perſwaded of the Princi- 
ple; or if we were, yet nevertheleſs, we ſhould 
be as Miſerable as we can 1magine. 

2. And therefore, Secondly, We will ſuppoſe 
a WickedMan a Sceptic,(or one that does not direCt- 
ly deny, but, however, 1s not throughly ſatisfied 
of the I ruth of Religion, and a Future State) and 
conſider whether this Opinion is a ſurer ground 
of ſatisfaction to him, than the other. 

And this, indeed, 1s the moſt uſual Refuge of 
the wicked. It 1s more cafily apprehended, and 
therefore the more greedily Imbib\d. It is far more 
eaſtie to Carp at the Management of a Queſtion, 
than to Confute the Principles npon which it is 


founded. A little Wit, and a great deal of Con- 


fidence will ſerve them here,inſtead of that Judg- 


ment in Philoſophy, that intire, and perfeCt Vi- 
tory over our own Nature, which the other Re- 
fuge will require. 

And therefore to pacihe their Conſciences, and 
ſuppreſs their Fears of a future Account, they en- 
deavour to make themſelves believe, That tho' 
the Being of God, and the Principles of Religion, 
may be probable, yet that they are not Infall;bly 
certain, or impoſſible to be falſe : T hat it cannot 


be 
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be proved by Demonſtration, that God takes notice 
of our Actions, and will bring us to Account. And 
therefore, why, ſay they, ſhould we Reſtrain our 
Inclinations, or act, upon Principles, that may 
poſſibly deceive us ? 

And thus upon the ſtrength of this little fooliſh 
Reaſoning, they Encourage themſelves in a Bel- 
Juine Liberty they have raken, and laugh at the 
Credulity of all the Religious World. 

Eſpecially, if they can find an Author of Note, 
who tavours their Opinion, that they may boaſt 
Authority ; or a Book 1! writ, on the other fide, 
that they may Kidicule it ; or an unaccountable 
Providence, that they may Carp and Object a- 
gainſt it : Any difficult Patlage in Scripture-Hi- 
ſtory, or Doctrine, that they may Þurleſque it ; 
any. Queſtion of the Modus of things Divine, : and 
Myſtical, that is not eafily folv'd, that they may 
Deride and-Inlult it. 

And thus provided, they hope at once to Cure 
their Fears, and raiſe a Reputation of Wit and 
Judgment to themſelves. 

But let us ſuppoſe it to be true, as it 18 really 
falſe, I hat the Prin ciples of Religion are not {n- 
fallibly certain, (tho' that is a Deceittul Phraſe, 
fince any [ruth 1s Infallible as-to us, or to the 


Inclination of our Belict, and Praciice, that 1s as 
Mant- 
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Maniteſt as the nature of the thing 1s capable of 
being proved, asall the Principles of Religion are. 
But let us ſuppoſe, however, that they are not 
ſo Evident as it is poſhble for them to be; yet 
ſince they are not plarnly falſe, by their own Con- 
feſſion, or ſo Improbable, that they dare deny them 
boldly, and reject them utterly ; they ſhall find 
no Peace, no ſohd ſatisfaction, in this Hypo- 
theſis. 

For Doubting is Anxious in its Nature, becauſe 
it is the Leaning of the Judgment to both the tides 
of the Propoſition. In a matter of leſs Concern- 
ment, it 1s very troubleſome, the Mind 1s Diltra- 
&ed, and upon the Fret, according to the value 
of the matter in debate, till it comes to a Reſolu- 
tion. 

But what ſhall we ſay, when the Queſtion is 
of no leſs Importance, than an Eternal Life, of 
Happineſs, or Miſery ? Nothing leſs than a Se- 
curity that cannot poſſebly Deceive us, will remove 
our Fears of ſo great a Danger. 

In the Belief and Practice of Religion, we 
ſhould have a Reaſonable Satisfattion, tho' our 
Principles ſhould be liable to Exception ; becauſe 
we ſuſtain no preſent Damage, nor run any Ha- 
zard of future Evil. But thoſe who Deſpiſe, and 


Oppoſe it, can never be at eaſe, unleſs they pro- 
ceed 
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ceed upon the ſureſt and molt certain grounds, be- 
cauſe they are undone for ever, 1f they ſhall hap- 
pen to be miſtaken. 

And therefore, 1t there was but fo much reaſon 

on the fide of Religion, as might ſupport a fair Di- 
ſpute : yet W iſdom would adhere to the Affirma- 
tive, and Oblige us to Piety and Vertue ; fince no 
Man can be abolutely out of Danger any other 
way. 
So that unleſs a Sceptic can Extinguiſh Humane 
Nature, and Vanquiſh all his Principles of Com- 
mon Senſe,he can never ſupport an Habitual Peace 
in his Mind upon this Foundation. 

Wherefore Laftly, We will ſuppoſe a 
Wicked Man a Chriftian, and confider whether 
he may find any Grounds of Peace, and Com- 
fort to hiniſelf, in that Religion. 

And in truth, that Deluge of Profanenel*, 
which Over-ſpreads the Chrittian World ; that 
Ambition, Ireachery, and Injuſtice ; that Vi- 
olation af Faith, that Barbarity of Manners, 
and the Havock that is made of Chriſtian Blood : 
Thoſe cauſeleſs Schiſms, Hereſies, and Hypo- 
crifie, that every where abound, might In; in e 
an Indifferent Man to Believe that Chriftianity 
had indeed Releaſed us from all Obligations of 


Nature, and Revelation, 
But 
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But if we underſtand it, we cannot ſo Mi- 
ſtake it ; and if we well Conſidered it, we could 
not Deviate ſo grolly, from the Rules and Pre- 
cepts of 1t. 


For does it not Oblige us to Univerſal Righte-- 


ouſneſs without Reſerve ? to things that are Loye- 
ly and of Good Report (Phil. 4. S.) as well as to 
thoſe that are Simply Honeſt ? And that not in 
Action only, but in our Principle ; not only 
that we do our Duty, but that we Love, Pre- 
fer, and Chuſeit *? And 1s not all, and ever 
part of this, ſecured, by the moſt "Terrible San- 
Gon of Eternal Death ? Indignation and Wrath, 
Tribulation and Anguiſh, upon every Soul of Man 
that does Ewil ? Theſe ſhall go away into Ewver- 
laſting Puniſhment ® Without any Condition or 
Limitation, excepting that of Repentance only. 
(St. Mat. 25. ult. Rom. 2. 9.) 

And when all this 1s ſaid, ſhall we pleaſe our 
ſelves, as the Wicked do, with Vain Opinions, 
{uch as theſe: 

1. That our Religion 1s rather a Scheme of 
Divine Philoſophy, than a Rule of Life. 

2. That the Goodneſs of God will moderate 
the ſeverity of his Law. 

2. That He, who ſent His Son to fave us, 
will never Inflict Eternal Puniſhment upon us. 


4. That 
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4. T hat all theſe things are threatned in Terro- 
rem, to maintain a Decorum in the World ; but 
that there 1s no danger of their Execution. 

But how can we truſt to ſo weak a Support ? 
to Notions that we frame to our ſelves, without 
any Colour of Reaſon, or ſo much as a Pretence 
to Revelation ? Is not the Law it ſelf, both Ho- 
ly, Juſt, and Good, fitted to our Capacities, ſuited 
toour Intereſts, and framed by the true Diſpoſiti- 
ons of our Nature? Is it not written in our very 
Mind ? Is it not nigh untous, even in us all ? Is 
it not fixed and faſtned upon us, by the inward 
Conviction of our own Conſciences, by the out- 
ward Miniſtratton of the Word, and Sacra- 
ments, by the Divine Operations of the Holy 
Spirit ? 

What then 1s to be ſaid ? Why ſhould we hope, 
againſt all the Reaſons of Government, that not- 
withſtanding this, 'T rangreflors ſhall Eſcape Un- 
puniſhed ? | 

Let us not decerve our ſelves with fond, un- 

rounded Notions of Infinite Goodneſs. God is 

ood, tis true, but He is alſo Juſt ; and every 
Single Attribute in God, 1s exerciſed with ſafety 
tothe reſt ; His Mercy with fafety to His Juſtice. 
And this'is that: Eternal Rule, which God is 
pleaſed to: govern. His Proceedings by. Shall we 

"AM D So 
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| fin n then, ſays the Apoſtle, upon the like occafion, 
that Grace may Aboun1 ? God forbid ! 

'Thus then it appears, T hat Chriſtianity affords 
no Comfort to the Wicked, lo long as they con- 
tinue fo. 

It is true, It invites us to Repenrance, upon this 
very Conſideration, That our Souls ſhall be then 
Refreſhed, (St. Matt. 11. ) That we ſhalt have peace 
of Conſcience, and Foy in the Holy Ghoſt, (Rom. 4. 17.) 
That we ſhall be /etled in a Bleſſed Hope, (Tit.2.17.) 
That owr Foy /hall be full, (Joh. 16. * ) and ſuch 
as no Man ſhall tahe from us, V. 22. But neither 
Chriſtianity, nor any other Notion of Religion, 
will give t&any Peace, or ſolid Satrsfaftion, m a 
State of Wickedneſs. 

And as there is no Relief to the Wicked, in any 
Notion of Religion. 

* 2. So, in the Second place, there 1s no Eaſe, 
rO- Peace te be found, by them, in any State of 
_ in any Condition whatſoever. 

nd, Firft, not mm Pr 

Wo! wilt fuppofe Iym the darling of Fortune, 

_— under a free Enjoyment of all that the World 
rags; voy ts greateſt Favourites. Let him be 

m the Flower of his Beauty, and 

the he ene of ho Youth ; Let his Family be re- 
nown'd, his Titles Swelling, and his Eftite Mag- 
mhcent ; 
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nificent ; Let him lie in his Prince* O Boſom, let his 
Enemies fear him, and his Friends Addreſs, and 
Court him. 

Yet, Alas! How little an Advantage is all this 
tohim? It may Enable him to Stifle, to Quiet 
the Symptoms, for the preſent ; but the Diſtem- 
per will return upon him with a greater Vio- 
lence. 

The Accidents of Fortune, make no Alterati- 
on in his Nature, . no difference in the Reaſons of 
his future Expectation ; and therefore they can be 
no cure of his Diſeaſe. 

What pleaſure, then, in Attendance, Baths, 
and Feaſting, when a Man is ill at Eaſe > What. 
Enjoyment of the World, when a Man is Con- 


demn'd to Die ? 


Non enim Gaza, neque C onſularis 
Summovet liffor Miſeros tumultus 


Mentis, &C. Hor. 


In ſhort, they may hide him, a little, now and 

then, but they cannot ſeparate him from himſelf. 
2. And if there 1s no Peace to the Wicked in 
TY: much lets ſhall they find it in Adverti- 
: In forſaken Age, in Wretched Poverty, in 


Painful Sickneſs, 1n a 'general Neglett. 
D 2 There 
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There isa proper Happineſs, a ſufficient Sup- 
port, in every Condition, to Balance all that is 
wanting,to the Good and Vertuous. For befides a 
Chearful Refleion upon themſelves, that they 
have done, what lay in them, to prevent the Evil 
that is come upon them : And belides the Pleaſure 
they may find, in the Exerciſe of Chriſtian Pati- 
ence, in the raiſing of their Spirit above the power 
of Fortune. Befides thele, 1 fay, there is an un- 
ſpeakable Joy, in their Proſpect of a future Life ; 
_ a Life that never ſhall decay, a Continued ſtate of 
Happineſs, that ſhall never fail. But the Wicked 
deprive themſelves of all the ſupports, and benefits 
of Humane Nature. They have a Pain upon 
them, that nothing can Relieve or Cure. For the 
Spirit of a Man may ſuſtain his Infirmities,(all the Ca- 
lamities of this Mortal Life) but a Wounded Spirit 
who can bear? Prov. 18. 14. 

2. There 1s, then, no'Comfort to the Wicked 
whilſt they live ; and therefore they cannot hope 
for any when they come to Die. 

Now all the Principles of Anguiſh and Vexati- 
on, will a& upon them with their utmoſt force. 
No Poynant Pleaſure to deceive them now ; no 
Idle Scoffer to Encourage them ; no Flatterer to 
ſooth them ; no Guard to break the Blow. Now 
then their Hearts Condemn them, their Conſcien- 

ces 
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ces accuſe them, their Guilt amazes them, and 
their own Breaſt is a Conſuming Fire, before "they 
fall into the Hands of the Living Gad, 

And thus it appears, Thatas there is always 
Reaſon enough, why a Wicked Man ſhould be 
uneaſhie : fot I and Effect of thoſe Reaſons 
upon the Minds of the Wicked, is utterly una- 
voidable. 


USE. 


It now remains, 'That we Conſi der this, an1 hew 
our ſelves Men. I ranquillity is our Sov ereign 
Good, it is the end of all our Labours, and the 
Crown of Wiſdom. But there is no Peace to the 
Wicked ; -1t 18 not to be found in the Paths of 
Vice. 

Plutarch upbraids the Epicureans, for their nar- 
row,baſe Conceptions of Humane Nature;as if our 
only way to be happy, Was Gpyymugr + dvbeumy 52g, 
gc. wholly to refolve our ſelves into the Body ; 
to drown the Soul in Senſual Pleaſures. 

If therefore any of us have been deceived in this 
| particular ; ; If we have wandered out of the way 
of our Content and Happinels, let us be perſwa- 
ded to return again with all our Might. Let us at 
laft Conform our ſeJves to the Religion we profeſs: 

Tet 
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Let us endeavour to tranſcribe'our Saviour's Copy, 
that we may walk, as He alſo walked, and Be, as He 
was. in the World, 1 Joh, 2. 6, | oY 

So ſhall our Life be happy, and our : Peace ſhall 
be full. So ſhall we know both haw to Abound, and how 
toWant, and how to be Happy in all Conditions. 
So ſhall the God of Peace, come znto us, and abide with 
us for ever, to clear our Doubts, Encourage: our 
Faith, Aflure our Hope, Facilitate our Endeavours, 
and refreſh us with the Irradiations of his Love, 
till he bring us, at laſt, to a fulneſs of Foy, to that 
Eternal Reſt which He has provided for us. 


Of which Unſpeakable Ds may God, of His In- 
finite Mercy, make us all Partakers, through Feſus 
Chriſt our Lord, to Whom, with the Father, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour, Praiſe, and Glory, now, and 
for ever, Amen. 
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